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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

1 . The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

2. Claims 1-26 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Funk alone. 

With regard to claim 1 , Funk discloses a method for processing banking 
transactions that includes electronically capturing transaction data for transactions 
conducted by a bank teller (col. 3 line 30+, abstract), storing the transaction data in a file 
(col. 3 line 55+), reading the transaction data from the file (not stated but inherent in the 
invention and common practice), and processing the transaction data to complete the 
banking transaction (col. 4 line 20+). With regard to claims 2 and 3, the teller can be 
located at any location (branch, central office, etc.), the transaction file is transmitted to 
another location, and there is a separate file for each transaction (col. 3 line 56+, col. 4 
line 34+). With regard to claims 4-11, it is common practice in the field to consolidate 
data files, and it would be obvious to one skilled in the art that the consolidation process 
could occur at any location any number of times during the day, that the consolidated 
files could be transmitted to any number of locations, and that any amount of data could 
be included in the file and any amount could be consolidated. With regard to claim 12, 
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the data captured by the teller is first transaction data (col. 3 line 35+), paper documents 
associated with the transaction are sent to a back office where second transaction data 
reflecting information on the documents is generated (col. 3 line 40+, 55+), and the first 
and second data are linked to a common financial transaction. With regard to claims 13 
and 14, the second transaction data is updated with the first transaction data, which 
includes the dollar amount of the transaction (col. 3 line 36+). With regard to claims 15 
and 16, the second transaction data is gathered by imaging the paper documents and 
by reading MICR data on the documents (col. 3 lines 40, 53+). With regard to claims 17 
and 18, it is common practice to include a type identifier in financial transaction data to 
indicate the type of transaction (and inherent in the process) and it would be obvious to 
one skilled in the art that the paper documents could be grouped according to the type 
of the associated transaction. With regard to claims 19 and 20, it is common practice to 
maintain an aggregate dollar value of transactions and to compare teller and back office 
values (col. 1 lines 35+, 51+). With regard to claim 21 , transaction data is gathered by 
imaging the paper documents and by reading MICR data on the documents (col. 3 lines 
40, 53+). With regard to claim 22, transaction data includes the dollar amount of the 
transaction (col. 3 line 36+). With regard to claims 23-26, it would be obvious to one 
skilled in the art that the method could be applied to a plurality of tellers and could 
include account reconciliation, posting, and proof of deposit (col. 1 line 54+, col. 2 line 
1+). 
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3. Claims 27-39 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Funk alone. 

With regard to claim 27, Funk discloses a method for processing banking 
transactions that includes electronically capturing transaction data for transactions 
conducted by a bank teller (col. 3 line 30+, abstract), storing the transaction data in a file 
(col. 3 line 55+), transmitting the file to a processing location (col. 2 line 42+), reading 
the transaction data from the file (not stated but inherent in the invention and common 
practice), and processing the transaction data to complete the banking transaction (col. 
4 line 20+). With regard to claim 28, the data captured by the teller is first transaction 
data (col. 3 line 35+), paper documents associated with the transaction are sent to a 
back office where second transaction data reflecting information on the documents is 
generated (col. 3 line 40+, 55+), and the first and second data are linked to a common 
financial transaction. With regard to claims 29 and 30, the second transaction data is 
updated with the first transaction data, which includes the dollar amount of the 
transaction (col. 3 line 36+). With regard to claims 31 and 32, the second transaction 
data is gathered by imaging the paper documents and by reading MICR data on the 
documents (col. 3 lines 40, 53+). With regard to claims 33 and 34, it is common 
practice to include a type identifier in financial transaction data to indicate the type of 
transaction (and inherent in the process) and it would be obvious to one skilled in the art 
that the paper documents could be grouped according to the type of the associated 
transaction. With regard to claims 35 and 36, it is common practice to maintain an 
aggregate dollar value of transactions and to compare teller and back office values (col. 
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1 lines 35+, 51+). With regard to claim 37, transaction data is gathered by imaging the 
paper documents and by reading MICR data on the documents (col. 3 lines 40, 53+). 
With regard to claim 38, transaction data includes the dollar amount of the transaction 
(col. 3 line 36+). With regard to claim 39, it would be obvious to one skilled in the art 
that the method could be applied to a plurality of tellers. 

4. Claims 40-48 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Funk alone. 

With regard to claim 40, Funk discloses a method for processing banking 
transactions that includes a teller workstation (202) for electronically capturing 
transaction data for transactions conducted by a bank teller (col. 3 line 30+, abstract), a 
memory coupled to the workstation for storing the transaction data in a file (col. 3 line 
55+, inherent that there is a memory), reading at a remote facility the transaction data 
from the file (not stated but inherent in the invention and common practice), and 
processing the transaction data to complete the banking transaction (col. 4 line 20+). 
+). With regard to claims 41-44, it would be obvious to one skilled in the art that the 
method could be applied to a plurality of teller workstations and memories at any 
location coupled to a remote location through a telecommunications line, the memories 
being coupled through a common memory. With regard to claim 45, the data captured 
by the teller is first transaction data (col. 3 line 35+), paper documents associated with 
the transaction are sent to a back office where second transaction data reflecting 
information on the documents is generated (col. 3 line 40+, 55+), and the first and 
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second data are linked to a common financial transaction. With regard to claims 46-48, 
transaction data is gathered by imaging the paper documents and by reading MICR 
data on the documents (col. 3 lines 40, 53+), which could be done at any location. 

Conclusion 

5. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. Zeanah et al. disclose a method for delivering financial services 
electronically wherein transaction data is entered into a file. Schutzer et al. disclose a 
method for offering financial services wherein user/transaction data are entered into a 
file. Northington et al. disclose a system for consolidation of financial data from multiple 
systems. Covert el al. disclose a system for performing financial transactions wherein 
transaction data is entered into an electronic file. 

6. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Christopher R Buchanan whose telephone number is 
703-306-5782. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 9-5. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by'telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Robert Olszewski can be reached on 703-308-5183. The fax phone 
numbers for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned are 703- 
305-7687 for regular communications and 703-305-7687 for After Final 
communications. 
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Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is 703-308- 
1113. 




Primary Examiner 



